
".., -.. '",,--,

(
\

i
!
I
i
j
i

"!

n Feb. 16 through ~1, at the' multiculturalism is seen by many as an
Opryland Hotel, the Nation- attempt to subvert traditional American
al Association for Campus and Western European academic values
Activities (NACA) will nold and to silence those who esp<?usethem.
its annual convcntion. While On Dec. 24, 1990. Newsweek cast the
it's not open to the public, issuc as a cover story, rife with anec-

the events and circumstances surround- dotes of abusive treatment towards
"ingitprovide an intriguing, possibly", };'rofessorsand students who were not
, dist

,

urbing picture O
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iS the New Enlightenment-or the

~
En~itl~d{(;elebrandoelcCftnbi~".eCel New McCarthyismt" ',,~..
~tm~p.spang~y),th~'evl1nt.IS'm.OP ,/The NA~ s n~~erous publIcations

Ortu.l11,J9r\,~tude.!lfand, staff leaders, bound with "pohtlcally correct" lan-
.r()~co~eg~~!ilI1ditlnjVerSitiescaHOss guage. Blackparticipants are referred to
the country to come together andedu- nly as "people of color," and they've'
cate each other about trends and issues avoided references to American cul-
facing those in higher education. On a ,"'ture-there are, they say, many cultures
more colorful'note, it's also a massive A in American college life, none of them
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f.top-notc!ixmuslcaLgroups/entertam...\cc,Amencan. TheIr new statement of pur-
rs/and public speakers sliowcasing fof'./pose proclaims, in part, "The NACA

campus activities committee!!and,pring' and the NACA Educational Founda-
.f~r,nexty~r(~,boo~ings./ xi ,c, ',' '., tion, in affirmation of their commitment

,""J~lAC:\7~.rton-profit organization .,to the principles of multicultural en-
,,":,hichJmks ~olleg~s with,tal~ntagen- '.' hancement, ar~ st.Ipport.ive of the c<;>n-
.pes;;-

,

coord
,

' ~nates "cooperatIvc. DUY- ,ceP.ts of non-dlscnmmation, ~ffirmative

~i',bY'YhiCh several. ~ollegcs m the' , action, and equal oppo~uruty .as they

mg~ ", n book artistS for ~nsecu- ,," relate to race, .creed! native onglO, gen-
ye/dat <. e cope e entertamment{der, sexual onentation, a ,ana pnysi-
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' ." cal ability: ~ holding witr t~ese tenets,
..sea~oned artIsts want to tap mto. MUltF','"the AssoCIatIOnstresses the Importance
x pie bookings within the same area ere- of eliminating discriminatory and/or
;,:atE:\itI1.°reattractive pricing, establish culturally insensitive language, behav-

,;!.,mor,eJogical;routing,increase business ior and content..."!'
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" .At the outse!, no one ~ho is.br?a~-
;>mg, !says.~AC~Convent1on and" ffi1~dedcan object to curblOg dlscnml-
..MemberServIcesDlrectorLouRoss. "" nation. On the other hand, one has to

"'
;
i!~'i'~i'.Mqre than 2,500 registrants from ~onde.r just how terms like ~culturally,,100]11ember<::olleesanq 500 member msensitIve content" are defmed. Vol-
,.taIentagencieswilfbe in attendance at versities have always been places

,(;;Opry~and. Agench;sinclude William w~ere rad~cally different and opposing
, Morns, Sony MusIc (formerly CBS), pomts of VIewcan be presented and de-

M1V and the Dick Clark Agency. More bated openly; should any point of view
,...'than,70 performing groups will be be "eliminated" from the marketplace
:;;sho'Ycasedr spanning pop music, the,! ' of ide~s? Speaking of the multicultural
".!perfur.tI1.

,

" ingarts and-tills year's hottest. , trend 10 general, Newsweek observed,
frend-stand-up comics. Big names in- "'What is aistressing is that at the uni-
elUdeJ'azz artist Christopher Hollyday, versity, of all places, tolerance has to be

.! come ienne Paula 'poundstone, rock imposed rather than taught, and that
f;,:.;,oddityMojo Nixon, pianist Liz Story, 'progress' so often is just the replace-
.
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~t,A~!Whitney nro~. ment of"one repressive orthodoxy by
\,,;NasI\Vl11etalentlsrepresented wIth ", another. ' ,

,," artistsJike Reunion/Geffen'sKim Hill, 'One wondersif NACA-sponsoredcol-
,folk:rockfavorites Say-So.' guitarist lege lectures and, debates will. continue.Robm,Crowe and comedIan Truett to present both sIdes of any gIVen con-

Killer Beaz"Beasley;And there's a.;troversy and what all those stand-up
orkshop entitled"PresentingC=°untry, comics will be permitted to make jokes
usic On Campus."! ' .'. ' ' " about. '

l"hekeYI\ptesp:aker for the event will ' There.,is a potentially darker side to
eformer.J).S.'Congresswoman and, the NACA's educational agenda, as

civi!rights'activist Snidey Chisolm. Li' ,f!vinced b}:'topics such as "Utilizing
LU,a student leader of the Tianamen" Power To Promote Multicultural Ac-
Square demonstrations and one of the ceptance," whose program description

, ?Upeople on China's most wanted list,!s sprinkl.ed with mil.itant lax:xguage:
'IS also a featured speaker. Mohammed ,'ThIS seSSIonpresents information con-
.,Hakki, b'Ureau chief of one of Kuwait's " cerning aspects of power tha~ students

leading newspapers and a frequent can ethically utilize to promote multi-
, guest on networK news programs, will cultural acceptance Specific tactics
no doubt be in extreme demand for his including recruitment of diverse stu-
perspective on the Gulf war. dent group members, overcoming resis-

De~ Jam~s S~dlin, Director of Van- tance and con~lict t? exer~ise chanpe,
derbllt.Vmverslty's Sarratt Student, and role modeli~g will be dIscussed.
Center, has ,been attending NACA con- A program entitled A Changed Cam-
ventions on and' off for 20 years. pus Ethos" promises "This new diversi-

, "Though the really big talent agencies ty increases the number of competing
" don't comeanymore,it's a valuableex- powe~groups. Thus,we will mal<esug-

perience for the students," he says. "Its gestions and offer a paradigm in whicn
training seminars are one of its strong a new order is hypothesized."
suits. They provide student activities Sandlin thinks multiculturalism isn't

: ,chairmen with entry level opportunities such an ominous concept. "It's a bu~z-
',.,to learn w~at contract.s mean, how to, word. It. could be a v~ry us?ful thmg
!'stage techmcalproductIons,and how to " dependmg on what multlculturaf

I'romote and do publicity. The second means to people in different areas of
thinK is it keeps you up with what's the cou~try. It could expose people to. .. .."ur hnl'l7nnC "
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;C,,',pe~i~n~1ficjf~i{g~tJde~G,;h;';;y;:-,iIt~;";;, g;~tirinr;;~ -;;ffi;;-;' ..;~dt....i7t"~hi2h
':" trammg semmars are one of its strong;';"a new order IShypotK:s1Ze~

'suits. They provide student activities>:,: Sandlin thinks multiculturalism isn't
'),chairmen withentryJevel ~ppqrtunities,,\:;such an ominous concept. "It's a b~z-
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,>:dstagetechnicalproductions, and how to>, depending on what 'multicultural'
"I'romote and do publicity. The second ,'," means to people in different areas of
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g~ingOn, ,It's hnportant for shldents to , new horizons,"
mgl~,;~lth,p~~r§'f~om othesp~s,oWhatever the outcome, the only con-
,eC9u~trY;gptltact$becorrE!,r01emod tantseems to be change, and college

heY,'f<l11basE:,theirprogram~"on., " , ampus leaders are, respol}d!ng. After
,/hat'may be.':11°recon~roversialisall, a college ~ducatlOn ISn} Just ab?ut
',the N~CA's pos~tlOn as a.vlgor.ouspro-.e;;stand-up COl1'!lCSand rock n roll-~t~s
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agenda aimed at eliminating racism,; in ,11\t~e>evolutionof society." '

f s~i(u~l,~ ispIixnitlatioIl. a~~ Pi;ej~9i.F'~,(:,,'i,. . . . '
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