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How To Upgrade To OS 8...

Without Buying A New, Big Hard Drive

hinking of upgrading to OS 87 It’s a cool

thing. Pop in the OS 8 CD, however, and do
a Get Info, and you’ll immediately be struck by
the size of that thing. It's got 259 MB of files,
mostly in compressed format. What is all this
stuff, and do you really want it on your hard
drive!?

[ installed OS 8 on my Performa 6112, with its
lone 250 MB hard drive, which only had 50 MB
free to begin with. If you have hundreds of
megabytes of free space, you might want install
everything on the OS 8 CD. Chances are you
won't want to.

When you put in the disk, you'll see the “Mac OS
Install” icon. Don'’t go there—not until you've
read this article!

Mac OS Install is a conglomerate of many
installers, each responsible for dozens of
megabytes of different kinds of goodies, many of
which will not be needed by all users.

Another serious problem is that Mac OS Install
will refuse to install anything if your hard disk has
less than 95 MB of free space. This is a serious
impediment to people who have small hard dri-

Instead, you can make a perfectly good installa-
tion by bypassing Mac OS Installer entirely.
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We can divide the files and applications into two
categories. Those referenced by the Mac OS
Installer are all contained in a folder called
“Software Installers.” The rest, goodies you'll
have to install one-by-one, are in the other fold-
ers.

SoFtware Installers (102.6 MB)

If you run Mac OS Install, it will prompt you to
indicate which additional software you would like

Fie! If you believe this nonsense as gospel, you
have no other option than to start trashing a
hundred megabytes of applications from your hard
drive. Then you'll let Mac OS Installer have its
way with you. You'll hope that it will install some
stuff you'll decide you didn’t need, which you can
then delere, making room to re-install all those
applications from their floppies and CDs.
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you can
run each folder’s individual installer without the
95 MB restriction.

System Software (53.3 MB)

This is where we find the files that will actually
constitute your new System Folder under OS 8.
Open it up, and you will find a folder called “Mac
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How To Upgrade To OS 8

OS 8.” Open that up, and you'll see a program
called, simply, “Installer.” If you double-click on
it, you will launch the program that will enable
you to install your new System.

Welcome to MacOS 8
Chick Continue below, then

chick Install to install dhe soltware
recommended for vour computer,

Mac OS

For mote indormation on insaaliation
options, dick Continue below, then
click Help.

In the upper-left-hand corner of the main screen,
you will see a pull-down menu where you can
select an Easy or a Custom Install.

If you select Easy Install, most everything from
within the Software Installers folder is going on
your hard drive.

If you select Custom Install, you'll get a check-list
of items. The Installer will calculate how much
disk space will be required for each item, and tell
you whether you have enough free space to pro-
ceed.

Custom Install Options

Select “System Software for this computer.” For
my Power Mac, a complete installation, “all the
system software you need” would take only 36
MB.

Install System § =

e e s AL LS R
[ Universal System for any supported computer
[[] System Software for this computer

[ Core System Software

' @ee

[ Compatibility

[ Mobility

[] Multimedia

[ Networking & Connectivity
[ Printing

[ Universal Access
O utitity

[ International

[H]

]

0EEE EEEEEEEEE8

Dizk space available: 36 929K
- Destination Disk e
i e

Selected size: zero K

Assistance (3,975K)
Apple Guide help files and Read Me files.

Compatibility (464K)

Installs some control panels needed to use the MacLink translation utilities.

Mobility (1,975K)

Powerbook urilities.

Multimedia (6,045K )
QuickTime and Text-to-Speech.

Networking and Connectivity (5,308K)
Are you on a network! You'll need this.

Printing (6,327K)
Files necessary for working with different printers. Install this; then you can
save space by removing the items you know you'll never use.

Universal Access (45K)

A control panel for physically challenged users.

Utility (4,794K)
AppleSeript and ColorSync.

International (293K)

The WorldScript extension, which you will need if you are using language
kits for non-Western languages, such as Arabic or Japanese. This does not
include the actual language kits; those must be purchased separately.

Many of the other folders within Software Installers are not covered by
System Installer. You can still install each one individually through its own
installer.

ARA Client Install (1,120K)

AppleTalk Remote Access (ARA) is Apple’s technology for letting remote
users log into a certain Mac by modem and view all the items on the Mac’s
hard drive as if it was on a local network.

Cyberdog (7,583K)

This is Apple’s Web browser software, using a revolutionary software envi-
ronment called OpenDoc. Sadly, OpenDoc never caught on, and now it
looks as if it and Cyberdog will not be upgraded or supported by the new, re-
focused Apple Computer. Most user will use Netscape Navigator or Microsoft
Internet Explorer, which are also included on this CD.

English Text-to-Speech (4.1 MB on CD; installed size unspecified)
Another once-promising technology that Apple has decided it will no longer
develop. Text-To-Speech is a part of the Apple Speech Manager, and gives
your Mac the ability to read text out loud. It remains a curiosity good for
amusing salespeople and passers-by at your local Computer City floor demo.
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InfoCenter (1.4 MB on CD; installed size
unspecified)

Apple’s information on where to go if you need
more help with your OS 8 software. This is pre-
sented as HTML files, which can be read with a
World Wide Web browser.

Internet Access (10.7 MB on CD; installed
size—I don’t even want to know!)

This is Apple’s special package for getting people
who have never used the Internet up and running
with a new service provider account. Our friend
the Mac OS Installer would like to put it on your
hard disk with or without your permission. If you
already had a working Internet access account set
up before you decided to upgrade to OS 8, leave
this alone.

Netscape Navigator

Navigator 3.0.1, with Macromedia ShockWave
plug-ins, is buried within the Internet Access
Installer files. If you want this, the only way to
get it is to install the whole Internet Access pack-
age.

Location Manager Install (522K)
Only for PowerBooks.

Mac OS Runtime for Java (3.4 MB on CD)
Sun Microsystem’s universal Java programming
language for the Mac. You get the 212K Apple
Applet Runner, sample Java applications, and the
2.6 MB MR]J Libraries, which will be installed in

the Extensions Folder of your System Folder.

There aren’t any commercial applications which
make use of all this. Furthermore, you can access
Java-equipped Web sites with your Web browser,
such as Navigator, without MacOS Runtime for
Java. If you're not a programmer, you can skip

this.

MacLink Plus (11,181K)

A very desirable translator library from DataViz.
This lets you take documents from many
Windows applications and convert them into for-
mats which can be read by Macintosh applica-
tions.

Open Transport/PPP (2,309K)

Open Transport is the software OS 8 requires for
any kind of networking; it is automatically
installed by the System Installer. Open
Transport/PPP, is required for connecting to the
Internet via modem. You need these files.

OpenDoc (3,930K)

Alas, OpenDoc. It's what you need to run
Cyberdog and a handful of commercial applica-
tions like word processors that were released by
third-party companies before Apple announced
that OpenDoc was dead. You can forego this.

Personal Web Sharing (1.7 MB on CD; installed
size unspecified)

A revolutionary new technology for OS 8. If you
are on a corporate [ntranet at work, you can use
this software to set up your own Mac and the con-
tents of its hard drive as a Web site. This is like
using Personal File Sharing, but accessed through a
Web browser. Most home computer users can’t use
this anyway.

QuickDraw 3D (6,597K)

QuickDraw 3D is Apple’s standard for creating 3-
D images. There’s not much software out there
that uses this; you probably don’t need it.

QuickDraw GX (4,362K)

Another Apple system standard that didn’t catch
on. A few applications require it; most likely, you
don't.

Upgrader Files (341K)
Some files referenced by the dreaded Mac OS

Installer.

The Other Folders

America Online (8,649K)

An installer for the latest version of America
Online.

CD Extras (113.4 MB)\

We'll save this enormous folder for last (see below)

Disk Tools (2.2 MB)
These are the disk images you need to construct
emergency Disk Tools floppy disks.

Internet Explorer (4.4 MB)
Microsoft is now our friend, remember? This is the
“default browser” for Mac OS 8 from here on out.

Internet Extras (5 MB)
Two installers for trial versions of commercial
Internet applications.

Castanet Tuner is Marimba’s suite of tools for Java-
based push-technology applications. Mostly only
for programmers and the very curious.
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