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Aswe learnedlastChristmas,an entiregeneration
hasgrown up without seeing Star Warsthe way
it was meant to be seen: on the big screen. But
a small bandfrom Montrealisattempting to bring
backsomethingslightly olderand even more cos-
mic. They'recalled the Musical Box, and they're
payingtribute to a pioneeringbandthat combined
multimediaandperformanceart with rock:Genesis,
circa1973.Reveredin their hometown for sixyears,
the MusicalBoxhasfinally brokenout of Quebec;
their first u.s.performancepackedthe VarietyPlay-
house in Atlanta last spring.

In pastyearsthe MusicalBoxperformed with
sevenmembers,includingtwo keyboardists,to fill
out the Genesisstudioarrangements.But the band
is now five, and keyboardist David Myers covers
all ofTonyBanks'sliveplayingandthen some,"with
extremely little compromise.When you see how
busy I am onstage,you'll understand," he grins.

Myersplaysa HammondL-122with Leslie147,
an ARPPro-Soloist,a HohnerPianetthrougha dis-
tortionbox,anda Takamine12-stringguitar.Though
they'vetried,the bandcan'trelyon a realMellotron,
so sitting in a Mellotron-shaped caseis a Roland
controller that drives an Akai S2000 loaded with
the InVisionInteractiveMike PinderMellotronsam-
ples.AlsoonstageareaRhodesMK-80,aYamaha
P-50m piano module, and a RolandU-20,SC-55
SoundCanvas,and S-330sampler.

Fromthe opening strains of "Watcher of the
Skies" through "Dancing with the Moonlit
Knight," and the complexity and powerful im-
agery of "Supper's Ready,"Myers and company
enchanteda new audience.After blazingthrough
"The Knife" as an encore, it was off to Raleigh,
Philadelphia, and New York.

Learn more about the Musical Box at www.
atreide.net/cshow/index.html. -Wheat Williams


