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The first of MT's series on the use of
music technology in non-mainstream
genres, this article covered contemporary
Christian music. It was the first interview
given by Amy Grant in almost three years,
and coincided with the release of her
platinum Lead Me On.



THE
musical
WORD

Rock, pop, rap, heavy metal -
is this part of your concept of
Contemporary Christian
music? To initiate a series of

interviews with artists working
in particular genres, we take a
glimpse into the technology
and philosophy behind two of
today's top Christian
artists - Amy Grant and
Michael W. Smith.

Interview by Wheat Williams III.

D
OING AN ARTICLE on

Contemporary Christian music
seemed pretty radical to me at first,
especially for a magazine like Music
Technology. For some reason, I tend

to pigeonhole the breadth of a magazine
into a well-defined area - like TV Guide
should only interview people in television,
Creem should only interview heavy metal
acts, and MT should only interview people
who are first and foremost famous for using
electronics. You know what I mean - they
should play it safe. No reason to go out on
a limb.

"But realize," says Don Roberts, a
technological consultant to the music
industry in Nashville, "that the
Contemporary Christian music we record in
this town, and the tours we put on, are up
to the same high standards of technical
excellence you'll find in LA, New York. . .
anywhere. And the artistic creativity is on a
par with anybody's."

OK, so maybe pigeonholing the kind of
interview Music Technologyshould run is
just as absurd as, say, trying to keep an
artist locked into a particular classification
of music. Perhaps these labels only serve to
alienate listeners who would otherwise be

able to enjoy all kinds of music. Maybe this
labeling process hurts everyone.

I started thinking about some of my
favorite pop/rock bands who haven't been
labeted as Contemporary Christian acts, yet
express a good deal of Christian values in
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their music - U2, Mr. Mister, The Call,
Bruce Cockburn, Earth, Wind & Fire,
Deniece Williams, Aretha Franklin - and
soon realized there are hundreds of them.

So why should there be such a huge
distinction between those folks and the
artists who want to call themselves

Contemporary Christian musicians? Why
the prejudice against these acts? And why
would anyone choose to use a label that
might prevent them from becoming a
commercial success?

A good number of musicians do decide
to identify themselves with this genre,
however. Superb instrumental artists
include rock guitarist Phil Keaggy,
producer/keyboardist Michael Omartian,

and classical guitarist ChriStopher
Parkening. There are progressive rock artists
like Petra and Michael W. Smith, and
heavy metal bands like Stryper and
Bloodgood. Amy Grant is an adult
contemporary artist. Artists like Gary
Chapman (Grant's husband) and Billy
Sprague record country-flavored Christian
musk. There are even Christian rap acts,
like Michael Peace. Now, please; somebody
tell me why they've gone for the Christian
label.

"There is a camaraderie among most of
the people who do Contemporary Christian
music because they can hardly pay the
bills," says Amy Grant, the four-time.
Grammy award winner. "They want to ~
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