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Fleming McWilliams and John Mark Painter
were poised on the brink of success. In 1991, they scored
a development deal and recorded several songs with an
established producer. Alas, they weren't happy with the results,
and the anticipated major-label deal never gelled. But rather
than view this as a setback, the ambitious husband-and-wife

team forged ahead and made an album on their own terms.

That album, Delusions of Grandeur (Rising Tide/MCA), was
produced in their Nashville home studio, dubbed the International
House of Fleming, or IHOF. The recording process and deal
shopping devoured three years of their lives, but Delusions is now
garnering quite a bit of college and alternative radio airplay with
its “Kate Bush fronting Led Zeppelin” sonic assault. The popular
and critical recognition—and major-label distribution—is just
reward for the trials and tribulations of self-production. {Isn't

it nice to succeed when you have something to prove?)
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